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Public Announcement - Prof Dr Klemens Joos becomes honorary citizen of Nonnenhorn 

At its meeting on 27 November 2023, the municipal council Nonnenhorn unanimously decided to 

award Prof Dr Klemens Joos the honorary citizenship of the municipality Nonnenhorn. 

Prof Dr Klemens Joos was born on 20 April 1969 in Nonnenhorn into the long-established 

carpenter family Joos and grew up in the village. His studies of business economics at the Ludwig 

Maximilian University led the future entrepreneur and honorary professor at the Technical 

University Munich to Munich. To this day, he lives there with his family but also has a frequently 

used second residence in Nonnenhorn.

Prof Joos is grandson of the former long-serving 1 mayor of the municipality Nonnenhorn Karl 
st

st

Joos (*1907; +2001). Karl Joos served as 1 mayor from the first free elections of the post-war 
ndperiod in 1946 until 1960, and then as 2 mayor for a further six years. 

Prof. Joos is holder of the Bavarian Order of Merit, which is limited by law to a maximum of 2,000 

living recipients. 

Due to his long-standing personal connection with the citizens and institutions in Nonnehorn, Prof 

Joos has supported the kindergarten and primary school friends’ associations, the Nonnenhorn 

fire brigade and the “Helfer vor Ort” (“local helpers”) with donations and fundraising campaigns. 

Among other things, this made it possible to purchase the first emergency vehicle for the “Helfer 
vor Ort”. 

In 2017, Prof Joos took over the local carpentry business Joos and restructured it as Joos Holzbau 

GmbH in order to continue it as a craft business and as the only local carpentry business in 

Nonnenhorn in the long term, even without family carpentry apprentices. In this context, Prof Joos 

also acquired a family-owned commercial property in the Bahnhofstraße industrial estate and 

relocated the carpentry business there in its entirety, involving a substantial investment. This led to 

the upgrade of the Seestraße area, which is characterised by residential development, as a 

residential area and at the same time preserved a traditional business in town. With these 

measures, Prof Joos has made important contributions to improving the economic and ecological 

sustainability in Nonnenhorn. 

With regard to the acquisition of agricultural land in the Längenberg area, Prof Joos reached an 

agreement with the municipality of Nonnenhorn in 2018 that the municipality could acquire half of 

the co-ownership in order to preserve areas for the local economy after the planned conversion 

into a commercial area. Together, the partners successfully completed the transformation. After it 

became apparent at the start of the marketing process that the demand for space from 

Nonnenhorn’s economy was greater than assumed by the municipality, Prof Joos agreed in 2023 

to make his own commercial space available to meet the municipality’s needs, contrary to his 
personal business plans. The purchase agreement to acquire the land was concluded in 

November 2023. Here, Prof Dr Joos has made extensive financial concessions to the municipality.
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In 2020, Prof. Joos acquired the site of the protected heritage building and former Hotel Seewirt on 

Seestraße. The underlying purchase agreements were structured in such a way that the 

municipality Nonnenhorn was able to economically exercise its purchase option on the southern 

part of the site, for which around EUR 700,000 were lacking. Without this major concession from 

Prof Joos, the land purchase would not have been possible without further ado. As a result, the 

municipality was able to quickly and smoothly acquire the southern part of the site, enabling it to 

be converted into a public park that is directly located on the lake with a gastronomic offer for 

locals and visitors. In addition, the "STEDI" car park rights, which originally belonged to the 

northern part, were allocated to the southern part. The newly created area is now a popular 

meeting place with a high-quality atmosphere in the heart of the village and will also be available 

to future generations as an open access to the lake. 

Prof Dr Klemens Joos has played an outstanding role in shaping the social, ecological and 

economic development of Nonnenhorn and the creation of a liveable townscape in a variety of 

ways. He has made a lasting contribution to Nonnenhorn.
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Schwäbische (Online, 09.01.2024)

Full article available at: Nonnenhorn: Gemeinderat wählt Klemens Joos 

einstimmig zum Ehrenbürger (schwaebische.de)
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FIRST PUBLISHED IN PRINT IN LINDAUER ZEITUNG (22.06.2024, page 13) 

„If the world comes to an end, one should be in Nonnenhorn”

The list of reasons why Klemens Joos becomes an honorary citizen of Nonnenhorn is long. But 
everyone in the village knows at least one of them. Because without Klemens Joos, the people of 
Nonnenhorn would probably never have had their large park right on Lake Constance. 

The celebration on Thursday evening is small and intimate. Alongside local councillors and 
politicians, it is mainly family members, colleagues and companions who take their seats in the 
hall of the Nonnenhorn town hall. Among them is former Federal Finance Minister Theo Waigel. 

The award differs from many other honours, says Waigel. Because it is not dependent on 
offices. "There are many friends and a grateful community that gives you the greatest honor: to 
be an honorary citizen of Nonnenhorn."

While Joos travels all over the world for work, "he finds contemplation and serenity in his home 
town of Nonnenhorn".

But home requires more than just a commitment: "It needs active engagement, backbone, civil 
courage and investment," says Waigel. "Klemens Joos has demonstrated this through his 
commitment and his actions in Nonnenhorn." 

The two have known each other since the 1980s. Back then, Joos was district chairman of the 
Swabian Students' Union, while Waigel was head of the CSU Parliamentary Group in the German 
Bundestag. Klemens Joos and Markus Söder also got to know each other during this time. They 
still have a deep friendship to this day, which is why Minister-President Söder is often in 
Nonnenhorn. 

He ultimately decided against a career in politics, says Joos. "I didn't want to be in the newspaper 
all the time." In his early 20s, he set up his first own company, which represents the interests of 
companies vis-à-vis the EU institutions. Joos is also an honorary professor of business 
administration at the Technical University of Munich. But above all, he is from Nonnenhorn. 

"I'm proud of Nonnenhorn and I hope it shows," he says after Mayor Rainer Krauß presents him 
with his certificate. He was particularly touched by the fact that the local council's decision to 
make him an honorary citizen was unanimous. 

The people of Nonnenhorn have a lot to thank Joos for. But about four years ago, he gave them a 
special gift: he ensured that the municipality was able to use its right of first refusal for the 
southern plot directly on Lake Constance. 

The area belonged to the site of the former Hotel Seewirt. Joos had bought it. The contracts were 
structured in such a way that the municipality was able to use its right of first refusal for the 
southern plot directly on Lake Constance.
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And this despite the fact that he could have made a lot of capital from the premium property 
himself. His employees couldn't understand this at first, as one of them recounts. He had 
repeatedly and emphatically pointed out to his boss that what he was doing was not particularly 
economically viable.

"Monetarily, it's a fiasco," admits Klemens Joos himself - and laughs. "But I'm from Nonnenhorn, 
so we stick together." After an evening with Mayor Rainer Krauß, his two deputies and a lot of 
wine, it was sealed that the municipality would get the premium property right on the lake. Joos 
even reduced the purchase price estimated by an expert by 700,000 euros because the 
municipality did not have enough money. 

"A few years ago, we would never have dreamed that the municipality would one day own such a 
property with a view of the lake," said Mayor Krauß on Thursday. The fact that Nonnenhorn 
turned it into a public park complete with food truck and mobile bar caused quite a stir throughout 
the region. 

"Everyone is talking about us," says Krauß. "Suddenly it's hip to come to Nonnenhorn to eat a 
burger or drink a glass of wine." 

But this is not the only thing for which the community is grateful to Joos. For example, the 55 
year-old has been making regular donations to the support associations of the kindergarten, 
elementary school, fire department and local helpers for years. Among other things, he has also 
sold commercial space to the municipality that he could actually have used himself. 

"I have a bit of a helper's syndrome," he admits. Above all, however, he feels a strong connection 
to his home community - even though he and his family have lived in Munich for many years. 

"I was born and raised in Nonnenhorn," says Joos. "Many people here have known me since 
kindergarten." When he visits home, he feels like a Formula 1 driver slowing down from over 300 
to 60 kilometers per hour in a bend. 

"When I have to come up with something at work, I come to Nonnenhorn," he says. "Everything is 
manageable here, people know each other, help each other, the distances are short. If the world 
comes to an end, one should be in Nonnenhorn." 

Klemens Joos' grandfather was the mayor of Nonnenhorn, through whom he got into politics. His 
parents still live in the town and are of course among the guests on his special day. 

His youngest son still goes to grammar school in Munich, but at some point Klemens Joos wants 
to return to his home on Lake Constance. It would also be a homecoming for his wife. She comes 
from the neighboring village of Wasserburg.
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Bunte (Print, 27.06.2024, Page 107) - EN Transl.

Even former Federal Finance Minister Minister Theo Waigel came to congratulate him! TUM 
Professor Klemens Joos (left), a staunch European, was awarded honorary citizenship at a 
ceremony in his home town for his many services to the common good. Waigel praised the 
honoree: "It takes active commitment, backbone and civil courage. Klemens Joos has 
demonstrated this through his commitment".
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The list of reasons why Klemens Joos was made an honorary citizen of Nonnenhorn is long. But 
everyone in the village knows at least one of them. Because without Klemens Joos, the people of 
Nonnenhorn would probably never have had their large park right on Lake Constance. The 
ceremony surrounding the honour is small and intimate. In addition to local councillors and 
politicians, it is mainly family members, colleagues and companions who take their seats in the 
hall of the Nonnenhorn town hall. Among them is former Federal Minister of Finance Theo 
Waigel. 

The award differs from many other honours, says Waigel. This is because it is not dependent on 
office. ‘There are many friends and a grateful community who have done you the greatest 
honour: to be an honorary citizen of Nonnenhorn.’ While Joos is travelling all over the world on 
business, he finds ‘contemplation and serenity in his home town of Nonnenhorn.’ But home 
requires more than just a commitment: ‘It needs active engagement, backbone, civil courage and 
investment,’ says Waigel. The two have known each other since the 1980s. Back then, Joos was 
district chairman of the Swabian Students' Union, while Waigel was head of the CSU regional 
group. Klemens Joos and Markus Söder also got to know each other during this time. They 
remain close friends to this day, which is why Prime Minister Söder often visits Nonnenhorn. 

He ultimately decided against a career in politics, says Joos. ‘I didn't want to be in the papers all 
the time.’ In his early 20s, he set up his own company, which represents the interests of 
companies vis-à-vis the EU institutions. Joos is also an honorary professor of business 
administration at the Technical University of Munich. But above all, he is from Nonnenhorn. Even 
though he and his family have lived in Munich for many years. 

The people of Nonnenhorn have a lot to thank Joos for. But around four years ago, he gave them 
a very special gift: he ensured that the municipality was able to purchase an area of land directly 
on Lake Constance. The area belongs to the site of the former Hotel Seewirt. Joos had bought it. 
The contracts were structured in such a way that the municipality was able to utilise its right of 
first refusal for the southern plot directly on Lake Constance. This was despite the fact that he 
himself could have capitalised on the premium property. ‘A few years ago, we would never have 
dreamed that the municipality would ever own such a plot of land with a view of the lake,’ says 
Mayor Krauß. 

But this is not the only reason why the community is grateful to Joos. For example, the 55-year 
old has been making regular donations to the support organisations of the kindergarten, primary 
school, fire brigade and local helpers for years. Among other things, he has also sold commercial 
space to the municipality that he could actually have used himself. ‘I was born and grew up in 
Nonnenhorn,’ says Joos. His grandfather was mayor here. ‘Everything is manageable here, 
people know each other, help each other, the distances are short. If the world comes to an end, 
you should be in Nonnenhorn.’
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Honorary citizenship ceremony for Prof Dr Klemens Joos 

It was already reported in the January edition of the Dorfspiegel that the Nonnenhorn municipal 
council had decided at its meeting on 27 November 2023 to confer honorary citizenship of the 
municipality of Nonnenhorn on Prof Dr Klemens Joos. We already described his services to his 
home community of Nonnenhorn in detail here at the beginning of the year. The most obvious 
reason for everyone is certainly the enlarged riverside park, which has been freed from the 
construction of hotel buildings and is now an attractive centre of attraction in our community. 

The official ceremony with the presentation of the honorary citizen certificate took place on 20 
June 2024 as part of a ceremony in the town hall. In addition to the members of the local council 
and political dignitaries, the family and friends of Prof Dr Joos were of course also invited. 
Former Federal Minister of Finance Dr Theo Waigel was a special guest of honour. 

In his laudatory speech, Dr Waigel emphasised that Prof Dr Joos travels all over the world for 
work, but ‘he finds contemplation and serenity in his home town of Nonnenhorn’. But home 
requires more than just a commitment: ‘It needs active engagement, backbone, civil courage 
and investment,’ said Dr Waigel. ‘Klemens Joos has demonstrated this through his commitment 
and his deeds in Nonnehorn.’ 

‘I am proud of Nonnenhorn and I hope you can see that,’ said Prof Dr Joos after Mayor Rainer 
Krauß presented him with his honorary citizen certificate. He was particularly touched by the 
fact that the local council's decision to make him an honorary citizen was unanimous. ‘If I have 
to come up with something at work, then I'll come to Nonnenhorn,’ he says. ‘Everything is 
manageable here, people know each other, help each other, the distances are short. If the 
world is coming to an end, you should be in Nonnenhorn.’ 

After the ceremony, the evening was rounded off in the Kurek family's wine bar, in the 
construction of which the new honorary citizen's company, Joos Holzbau GmbH, played a key 
role.




